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Natalia Pavlichenko

MARBLE PLAQUES IN TOMBSTONES
FROM THE SOUTHERN SUBURB OF
TAURIC CHERSONESOS*

In 1921, S. A. Zhebelev wrote the following in his obituary for the
academician V. V. Latyshev: “V. V. returned from Athens as a mature
and exceptionally competent epigrapher, both in theory and in prac-
tice. At that time, no one was better able to copy inscriptions directly
from the originals, make squeezes, transcribe texts, restore lacunae,
and interpret inscriptions in accordance with all the principles of
epigraphic criticism and exegesis”.!

The trip to Athens in question took the form of a two-year
internship in the city, during which V. V. Latyshev and V. K. Jern-
stedt held scholarships from the Ministry of National Education
(1880-1882).2 During this period, their teachers — and later col-
leagues — included leading epigraphists such as P.-F. Foucart, Di-
rector of the Ecole francaise d’Athénes from 1879 to 1890, and

* This study was completed with the financial support of The Russian
Science Foundation (project no. 24-18-00202, https://rscf.ru/project/24-18-
00202/ “Epigraphic monuments of Greece and Asia Minor in the collection of
squeezes of the Scientific Archive of the IHMC RAS (attribution, comprehen-
sive study and creation of an electronic database)” in IHMC RAS.

The author would like to thank S. L. Solovyov for permission to publish
information about these monuments, as well as V. V. Vakhoneev, A. S. Cin’ko,
P. V. Gorbunov and S. V. Ushakov for their kind advice on the archaeological
context of the finds.

I 'C. A. Zhebelev 1926 [C. A. Kebenes, “Bacunuii Bacunsesuy JIaTsiies
(29 uronst 1855 — 2 mast 1921)”, Busanmuiickuti gpemennux], 107.

2 On a project establishing the Russian Archaeological Institute in
Athens and the internships of Russian scholarship holders, see Pavlichenko—
Grigorieva—Goroncharovskij 2024 [H. A. IlaBnuuenko, O. B. I'puropsesa,
B. A. ToponuapoBckuii, “ ‘...Ham Hy»HO OoJblie, ropa3no 00nblie HaANUCeH,
M BCE-TaKW CHITHI He OyaeM’: MaTepuanbl O MpOeKTe co3maHust Pycckoro
ApXeonorn4eckoro HHCTUTYyTa B AduHax (M3 apxXUBHBIX coOpaHuii CaHKT-
[lerepOypra)”, Apxeonoeuueckue ecmu], 150—-159.
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U. Kohler, Director of the Deutsches Archéologisches Institut
(Abteilung Athen) from 1875 to 1886. As A. V. Nikitsky later ob-
served, Latyshev “quickly came to be regarded as the equal” of
the archaeologists and epigraphists working in Athens at the time.3
This is evidenced by his election as a corresponding member of the
German Archaeological Institute a year after his arrival in Athens,
as well as by the numerous articles he published on inscriptions
discovered during his travels in Greece.*

The early 1880s were a period of particularly intensive activity in
the compilation of new epigraphic corpora. At this time, U. Kdhler
was engaged in the preparation of the second volume of the Corpus
Inscriptionum Atticarum. Latyshev had the opportunity to observe this
work at first hand, thereby gaining practical experience with a new
generation of epigraphic corpora, organised according to principles
that differed from those adopted in A. Bockh’s Corpus Inscriptionum
Graecarum. Later, in his work on the Inscriptiones Orae Septentrionalis
Ponti Euxini (IOSPE), he applied the same methodological approach
to the lapidary monuments of the Black Sea coastal region that he had
acquired during his internship in Athens.

At the time of Latyshev’s stay in Greece, archaeologists and
epigraphists began to identify an increasing number of Megarian
funerary monuments of a distinctive form unique to this polis: small
marble or more rarely limestone plaques (5—16 cm in height, 5-26 cm

3 St Petersburg Branch of the Archive of the Russian Academy of Sciences.
F. 84, Inv. 1, File 36, Fol. 13.

4 See Latyshev’s letter to his teacher I. V. Pomyalovsky of 31 July 1882
(The National Library of Russia, Manuscripts Department, F. 608. Inv. 1.
File 928. Fols 4-5): “Jleno B ToM, 4TO MOYTeHHBIH I. DyKkap — CTpacTHBIN
nmro0uTens AMUrpadIUecKUX HOBHHOK, U MpeBpatii cBoi Bulletin de corres-
pondance hellénique moutn B cnenmansHO >nurpaduuecknii coopauk. Kak
TOJBKO Y3HAET OH, OBIBAJIO, YTO y MEHS €CTh YTO-HUOYIb HOBEHBKOE, cedac
MpHCTaeT ¢ MpockbaMu — naM, na gaii emy st Bulletin’a...” (“The fact is that
the venerable M. Foucart is an ardent enthusiast of epigraphic novelties and
has turned the Bulletin de correspondance hellénique into something close
to a specialised epigraphic collection. As soon as he learns that I have some-
thing new, he persistently urges me to submit it to his Bulletin...”). As a result
of his trip to Greece, Latyshev published approximately twenty articles in the
Journal of the Ministry of Public Education, BCH, and MDAI(A) (see Vinberg
1958, [H. A. Bunb6epr, “Cnucox tpynoB B. B. Jlateimesa”, Cogemckas apxeo-
noeusi], 36-38).
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in width, 2—8 cm in thickness) bearing the names of the deceased in the
nominative or genitive case and dating to the Classical and Hellenistic
periods. Since these plaques have never been found in situ in Greece,
set into a recess in the front face of a stela, scholars long failed to reach
a consensus as to their precise function. From the earliest publications
onward, most researchers assumed that such plaques were inserted
into funerary stelae or formed part of a larger funerary monument.>
M. Guarducci, however, argued that F. Lenormant was correct in
maintaining that the three plaques he discovered and published had
been found “a !’intérieur des sépultures”.®

With regard to the Megarian plaques, this issue was resolved
relatively recently. While preparing for publication a catalogue of
Megarian plaques known to him, A. Robu identified two previously
unpublished funerary stelae in the collections of the Archaeological
Museum of Megara, dating from the fourth to the second century BC.
The dimensions of the cut recesses in these two stelae corresponded
closely to those of the known Megarian plaques. One, a limestone-
shell slab, featured a rectangular recess (12.0 x 27.0 x 5.5 cm) cut into
the front face, as well as a groove on its top surface for the attachment
of a crowning element of the monument, possibly a pediment. The
other, made of white marble, takes the form of a column and is broken
at the top. The front is decorated with low relief ribbons, beneath
which is a shallow rectangular recess (9.0 x 6.5 x 0.3-0.4 c¢m) that,
according to A. Robu, was not intended to receive a plaque but served
a purely decorative function.” On the basis of comparable material —
including a marble plaque of the same type from Callatis (dimensions
8.5 x 16.5 x 11.5 cm, with only the thickness exceeding that of the
Megarian plaques),® stelae from Tauric Chersonesos with comparable
recesses, and stelae from this polis in which such plaques were

5 See lemmas /G VII 129, 131; Fraenkel 1896, 443-444; Graindor 1917,
32; Robert 1989, 103; Peek 1934, 54. For a review of the literature on this issue,
see Robu 2016, 342-344.

6 Lenormant 1864, 123; Guarducci 1970, 389-393. However, there are
serious doubts about the authenticity of these three inscriptions (see Robu 2016,
342-343).

7 Robu 2016, 363, cat. 64, 65; 375 Fig. 46, 45. In view of the traces of
pigment observed on the stela, it may be assumed that the recess originally
contained an inscription or an image executed in paint.

8 ISM1II 152.
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preserved in situ within their cut recesses’ — A. Robu concludes that
the Megarian plaques were certainly set into funerary stelae and not
placed within burials.

As for the Chersonesos inserts, V. V. Latyshev initially believed
that, owing to their small size, such plaques could not have functioned
as independent tombstones.!? He argued that marble plaques bearing
the name of the deceased were attached inside the tomb, directly to
the urn or to the sarcophagus, in order to indicate whose ashes they
contained.'! Subsequently, when stelae with cut recesses for inserts
were discovered, as well as stelae preserving such plaques in situ
(Fig. 1, 2), he abandoned this point of view. In JOSPE 12 (1916), he
already noted that small marble plaques were set into the recesses
of limestone funerary stelae.'> Later, this interpretation became
predominant in Russian historiography.!3

The Chersonesos tombstones plaques date from the third century
BC to the late second century AD and account for slightly more than
one quarter of the tombstones in this polis known at present. The
majority of them (at least 75%) belong to the third and the second
centuries BC. All plaques are made of marble and are rectangular,
occasionally square, in shape. In some cases, the epigraphic field is
framed by a low relief border. Their dimensions range as follows:

9 With reference to R. Posamentir’s monograph on polychrome Cherso-
nesos stelae, A. Robu cites several tombstones from Chersonesos featuring
rectangular cut recesses intended to receive inserts (Robu 2014, 407 n. 2;
Posamentir 2011, 31, no. 20; 87, no. C 6; 89, no. C 8, etc.). Unfortunately, the
relevant Russian-language publications on such inserts and stelae appear to
have remained unknown to him.

10 Latyshev 1892 [B. B. Jlatbrimes, “/Ipesaoctu FOxuoit Poccun: I'pede-
CKHE W JIATUHCKUE HaanucH, Hainenusie B FOxxHo# Poccun B 1889—1891 romax.
Xepcounecckue Hanmucu”’, Mamepuanwvl no apxeonrozcuu Poccuu], 26 no. 9.

11 Latyshev 1895 [B. B. Jlatsimes, “Ipesroctu KOxHo#t Poccun: I'pede-
CKHE W JIATUHCKUE HaanucH, HainenHsie B FOxHo# Poccun B 1892—1894 ronax.
Hannucu n3 Xepconeca TaBpudeckoro”, Mamepuanvt no apxeonoeuu Poccuu],
15 no. 13, with reference to the opinion of K. K. Kostsyushko-Valyuzhinich, as
expressed in the Report on Excavations in Tauric Chersonesos for 1892 (The
Scientific Archive. Manuscript Department. IHMC RAS. F. 1, Inv. 1 (1892),
File 214, Fol. 107).

12 See lemmas of the inscriptions in JOSPE 12 466; 475; 492.

13 Solomonik 1964 [3. U. Conomonuk, Hosvie snuepaghuueckue namsm-
Huxu Xepconeca), 180-181.
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Fig. 1. Stele of
Herophantos, son of
Theophantos, with an
inserted marble tablet. The

State Museum-Preserve

“Tauric Chersonese”
(no. 4609). Photo: Robu

2014, 496, P1. VII

Fig. 2. Stele with

a rectangular recess for
the insertion of separately

worked marble plaque

from the excavations of

the Southern Suburb of
Tauric Chersonesos. The

State Museum-Preserve

“Tauric Chersonese”
(no. XT-21-P8-158 3)

10

0
XT-21-P8-158/3
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height 5.0-10.0 cm, width 9.0-17.0 cm, and thickness 1.5-5.0 cm.
At least two plaques are known that, judging by their profiles, were
fashioned from the wall of a wide, open vessel (louterion?).!* Two
plaques bear inscriptions on both sides.!?

The structural elements of the inscriptions on the plaques
correspond closely to those of the epitaphs on ordinary funerary
stelac. The personal names on the plaques are consistently given in
the nominative case. On men’s tombstones, the inscription consists of
a personal name followed by a patronymic. On women’s tombstones,
the formula is 7 d€iva (Bvydtnp) T0d d€ivog, Tod deivog yuvd. Among
the Megarion plaques, there are numerous cases in which the personal
name on the plaque is given without a patronymic.'® In Chersonesos,
only a single example of this type is known: ABavayopag | Koildada
| Opentdc.!” This tombstone commemorates a slave bred in the house
of Kalliadas and represents the only instance in which an additional
characteristic is appended to the personal name. Judging by the
presence of patronymics on all the plaques except that of Athanagoras,
it may be concluded that all the other individuals commemorated
were citizens of Chersonesos. The types of stelae the plaques were
set onto also correspond to standard funerary monuments. These
include stelae adorned with a cornice or a cornice and antefixes, stelae
with relief pediment and acroteria, and military tombstones bearing
representation of a shield and sword, among others.!8

14 INBS 111 305; cat. no. 6.

15 For example, one side of a plaque dated back to the third century BC
preserves the remains of a typical epitaph for a female, on the other only two
letters survive, making it unclear whether this represents a secondary reuse
of the plaque or whether it was originally cut from a stela bearing a more
extensive inscription: side A: [- -]|[- -]IA, side B: AmoAA[- -] [Hpoye[itov?]|
yo[va] (Solomonik 1964, 86—87 no. 37; INBS 111 291). See also the Chersonesos
insert carved on the back side of a fragment of the decree from the second
century BC (JOSPE 1> 713; INBS 111 308) and the insert from Megara from the
second century BC with epitaphs on both sides (Robu 2016, 340, 358—-359 cat.
44, 45). 1t is also entirely possible that the stelaec themselves were reused on
more than one occasion.

16 Robu 2016, 349-350 no. 5, 7-9 etc.

17 JOSPE 12 709; INBS 111 297, second century BC.

18 INBS 1II 259, 303, 309; Bibikov 1976 [C. U. bubukoB, Aumuunas
ckynonmypa Xepcoueca), 73 no. 185, 187, 75 no. 194.
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Tombstones manufactured using different types of stone are well
attested both in Greece!® and in the Black Sea coastal region. These
may take the form of individual stelae or more complex funerary
structures, such as sarcophagi. A pertinent example is provided by
the small, thin marble slabs bearing metrical epitaphs from Olbia
and Chersonesos which, judging by the treatment of their reverse
sides, were intended to be set into niches cut into massive limestone
slabs or into the walls of sarcophagi.?® A further example is a slab
from Chersonesos made of Inkerman limestone dating from the end
of the first to the first half of the second century AD, which features
two cut recesses. In one of these, a thin (2.0 cm thick) marble plaque
bearing a male bust and an epitaph commemorating Scythas, son of
Theagenes, was found nearby, broken into several fragments.?!

However, the mass adoption of this particular type of funerary
monuments — stelaec with marble plaques — is confined to a relatively
narrow geographical area: Megara and Megaris (notably Aigosthena
and Pagai), as well as Megarian colonies, namely Callatis and
Tauric Chersonesos, whose metropolis Heraclea Pontica was itself
a Megarian colony.??

19 See, for example, the epitaph on a marble plaque of the same dimensions
as the Megarian inserts that was found in Cyprus: Robert 1936, 105 no. 58.

20 The epitaph of Epicrates from Olbia, dating to the first half of
the fourth century BC, measures 10.5 cm in height, 17.5 cm in width, and
3.5 cm in thickness (Kozub—Beletsky 1975 [FO. U. Ko3y0, A. A. beneuxui,
“CruxoTBopHas snutadus Dnmkpara u3 OnbBUM’, Becmuux OpesHell uc-
mopuu], 172—175). The epitaph of Theophila from Chersonesos, dated to the
second century BC, measures 12.7 cm in height, with a preserved width of
16.1 cm and a thickness of 3.0 cm (Almazova—Keyer—Pavlichenko—Verlinsky
2024, 154-158).

21 JOSPE 12 493 (INBS 111 369). This arrangement finds a close parallel in
a limestone pillar originating from the southern slope of the Athenian Acropolis
bearing the ex-voto of Praxias, dedicated to Asklepios and dating to the mid-
forth century BC, into whose front surface the upper part of a marble human
face was inserted within a niche: /G 112 4372; https://www.theacropolismuseum.
gr/en/pillar-votives-dedicated-asklepios-praxias-dedication.

22 Robu 2016, 345. This idea had in fact been expressed earlier by
E. I. Solomonik (Solomonik 1964, 180 n. 1). A special type of tombstone
characteristic only of Megara was also noted in his day by L. Robert (Robert
1968, 103). See also Plin. NH 4. 85.
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In Chersonesos, the appearance of tombstones of this type was
probably due not only to cultural borrowings, but also to similar local
conditions, such as the availability of cheap local limestone, from
which most of the lapidary inscriptions of the polis were made.?
Imported marble, on the contrary, was expensive, with the result
that in the Hellenistic era the limestone tombstones with marble
plaques could also be erected by the upper strata of the Chersonesos
community. Later, from the first century BC, tombstones bearing only
a concise indication of the name and patronymic of the deceased were
gradually replaced by more elaborate epitaphs, which also recorded
the individual’s age and achievements and were often accompanied
by a low relief portrait.

Catalogue of plaques from the 2021-2023 excavations of
the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos

1. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P.3/92-12* (Fig. 3).

Context of the find. Together with the plaque of Cat. no. 2 (no.
XT-21-P.3/92-2), it was found in Excavation Area 3 in the upper
part of a well-filling in the square 128/157. In general, this well dates
back to the Hellenistic period: the earliest finds are from the fourth
century BC, and its filling obviously occurred in the 15t century BC.

23 Pausanias reports that in Megara there was a AiBog koyyitng (Paus. 1.
54. 6): povoic 8¢ ‘ExMjvav Meyopedoty 6 koyyitng o0tég oTl, Kai oeiot Kai
&v 1] molel memoinTon oA €€ adToD. €0t 8¢ Gryov Agvukog kal dAlov AiBov
HOAOK®TEPOG: KOYYOL 8¢ ol Bahdooiot d1d Tavtog EVELGTV ot.

24 During the preparation of this manuscript, the plaques from the
excavations of the Southern Suburb were being prepared for transfer to the
stocks of the State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”. In this connection
the field number is used here and further for their identification. For the
study of the Southern Suburb of Chersonesos and the excavation layout, see
Solovyova—Vinogradov—Myts—Solovyov—Vakhoneev 2024 [H. ®. Conossesa,
1O. A. Bunorpanos, M. JI. M1, C. JI. ConoBses, B. B. Baxonees, “Kparkue
HUTOTH apXeoNorndeckux packomnok FOskHoro mpuropona Xepconeca”, broi-
nemeHby Uncmumyma ucmopuu mamepuanvhou kynemypel PAH (Oxpannas
apxeonozus)], 20.
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XT-21-P3/92-1

Fig. 3. The marble plaque with an inscription: Xtpdtinnog | “Y pvov.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”
(no. XT-21-P.3/92-1)

The latest material consists of fragments of red-glazed ceramics
from the turn of the first century BC to the first century AD. The
filling material in both the upper and lower parts of the well is almost
homogeneous.

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 12.7 x 6.6 x 3.5 cm,
letter height is 1.0 cm (with omicron of 0.7 cm). The lower left corner
is missing and there are minor chipped areas all over the surface.

The plaque is rectangular, framed around the perimeter by a low
relief frame. The front side is polished. Judging by the remains of an
image carved in low relief (ivy leaves) preserved on the reverse side,
the plaque was made of a slab decorated with floral ornaments and
was a part of a sculptural composition.

Inscription: Ztpatunog | “Y pvov, “Stratippus, (son) of Hymnus”.

The letters are drawn carelessly. There is a slight thickening at the
ends of the hastae; alpha has a broken hasta; the lower right corner of
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nu is higher than the left; omicron is almost within the dimensions of
the line; pi has a horizontal hasta protruding above the vertical ones,
and its right hasta is shorter than the left one; the horizontal hastae of
one of the sigmae are almost parallel.

The personal name Xtpdrtinmog has not yet been recorded in the
Northern Black Sea coastal region. It is a relatively rare personal
name (attested in only forty-one examples in LGPN). It occurs in
inscriptions from the Aegean Islands, on Kos, Rhodes and Lesbos,
dating to between the third and the first century BC (LGPN I s. v.).
Nevertheless, several Hellenistic-period examples are also known
from Attica, Thessaly, Asia Minor, and Macedonia.?

By contrast, the name “Ypuvog is well attested in Chersonesos
in the third and second century BC, occurring not only in lapidary
inscriptions, but also on ceramic stamps2® and coins.2’ The inscription
recording the sale of land plots in 270-260 BC mentions Hymnus, son
of Scythas.?® It may therefore be assumed that the astynomos “Y pvog
0 Xkv0a, who performed his magistrature in 227-210 BC, was his
descendant, and that he is the same individual who became a Delphian
proxenos in 195/194 BC.?? It is possible that the astynomos mmoAig
0 “Yuvov, whom V. 1. Katz dates to 197-180 BC, and the [Z]dmo[Aic]
“Yuv[ov] known from a marble plaque dating from the late third to
the first half of the second century BC represent the same individual
or close relatives.30

Dating: late third and first half of the second century BC.

First publication.

2 LGPNI,IIIB,IV,VA,VBs. v.

26 Katz 2007 [B. U. Kaw, I peueckue kepamuueckue Kieima 3n0xu Ki1accuku
U IAAUHUIMA (ONBIM KOMWIEKCHO20 usyuenus)], 443, the astynomos “Y puvog
0 Zk08a (chronological group III A, 227-210 BC) and Zdnoiig 6 “Ypvov
(chronological group III B, 197-180 BC).

27 Anokhin 1977 [B. A. Auoxun, Monemnoe deno Xepconeca (IV 6. 0o
H. 2. —XII 6. 1. 2.)], 142 no. 123, 142 no. 123, 143 no. 133, 138, nomophylax
“Y uvog 230-220, 210-200 BC.

28 Solomonik—Nikolaenko 1990, [3. U. Conomonuk, I'. H. Hukonaenko,
“Q 3eMenbHBIX yuacTkax Xepconeca B Hauaie 11 B. 10 H. 5. (k IOSPE 12 423)”],
82; SEG 40. 615 A;.

29 “Yuvog 0 Tkvba Xepoovaoitag, Syll.3 585,.

30 JOSPE 12 494 (INBS 111 310). Latyshev dated this insert from the end
of the fourth to the beginning of the third century BC; however, the pi form
rather argues in favour of a later date.
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2. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P.3/92-2 (Fig. 4).

Context of the find. See cat. no. 1.

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 6.0 x 4.9 x 2.0 cm, letter
height is 0.8—-1.2 cm. The left part and the upper right corner are
missing.

The plaque is rectangular. The front side is polished. The reverse
side is trowelled and partially chipped.

Inscription: [- -]Jtag | [- -]Agl0G.

The letters are cut evenly. The ends of the hastae are slightly
thickened; alpha has a straight hasta; omicron is slightly smaller than
the dimensions of the line; sigma has slightly splayed bars.

The name of the deceased can be restored as Atdtag.3! Other possible
restorations include names derived from the same stem Attag, which,
although not attested in Chersonesos, was repeatedly recorded in Olbia

XT-21-p-3/92-2

Fig. 4. The fragmented marble plaque with an inscription:
[- -Jtag | [- -]Aelog. The State Museum-Preserve
“Tauric Chersonese” (no. XT-21-P.3/92-2)

31 Adeilo Aapatpiov, Atdta yova (late fourth to the third century BC,
IOSPE? 712; INBS 111 235). The name was of Paphlagonian origin (Zgusta 1955,
298 no. 596, 326 no. 746; Robert 1963, 455, 528-530; CIRB 189; Tokhtasyev
1997 [C. P. Toxtackes, “K uzganuto katagora kepaMHYecKux kieiim XepcoHeca
TaBpuueckoro™], 4, 387), and it is attested in its Ionic form in the Bosporos
(CIRB 170, 189, second half of the fourth century BC; 401, first century AD).
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and the Bosporos, as well as in Macedonia and Asia Minor.3? Names
such as Alkétog and Apeitag are also known through ceramic stamps
from Heraclea Pontica, the metropolis of Chersonesos.?? The patronymic
may be restored as the genitive of one of the names based on the stem
-o-, for example, AoporAig, [TapBevordiic, Aapotéing, or @gotéAng.3*
Dating: third century BC.
First publication.

3. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21- P.3/229-1 (Fig. 5).

Context of the find. 1t was found in Excavation Area 3 in the
square 130/157 at the level of 3.20 m in accordance with the Baltic
system, in a mixed layer dating from the Hellenistic period to the
first centuries AD, along with fragments of amphorae from Heraclea,
Knidos, Mende, Sinope, and Chersonesos and a small number of
fragments of black-, brown-, and red-glazed ceramics.

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 10.2 (preserved) x 8.1 x
4.0 cm, letters height is 0.8—1.3 cm. The right side is lost; the back
surface is almost completely chipped.

The plaque is rectangular. The front side is polished.

Inscription: IopOe[- -] | [Tvbiov[oc] | xaip[e], “Parthe[- -], (son or
daughter) of Pythion, farewell”.

There are some thickenings at the ends of the hastae. Alpha has
a straight crossbar; theta has a dot; pi has a horizontal hasta protruding
above the vertical ones, its right hasta shorter than the left one and
slightly curved.

2 LGPNIV,VA,VCs.v.

3 JOSPE 11 4065, 516; Fedoseev 2016 [H. @. ®enocees, Kepamuueckue
xneuma. I'epaxnes Ilonmuiickas], 123 no. 1015-1024, 129 no. 1087-1090.

34 Names ending in -kAfig include: Aapokielog JOSPE 12 343 (INBS 111 51,
SEG 47. 1168, first half of the third century BC), 713 (INBS 111 308, second
half of the second century BC) and ITapBevokieiog JOSPE 12 351 (INBS 111 5,
second quarter of the second century BC); names ending in -téAng include:
Ocotéherog IOSPE 12 512 (INBS 111 245, late fourth or first half of the third
century BC); and Aapotéreroc Katz 1994 [B. U. Kan, “Kepamuueckue kieitma
Xepconeca TaBpudeckoro™], 92 no. 35 (Kax 2007, 442, the chronological
group II, 296-287 BC).
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0 5
[ -
XT-21-P3-229/1

Fig. 5. The fragmented marble plaque with an inscription:
MopBe[- -] | [Mvbiov[oc] | xaip[e]. The State Museum-
Preserve “Tauric Chersonese” (no. XT-21- P.3/229-1)

The first name is obviously derived from that of the principal
deity of Chersonesos, the goddess Parthenos.?’ Since the right-hand
portion of the plaque is lost, it is impossible to determine which of the
names that are derived from the stem of mapfevo- was carved on the
plaque.3® The name ITvBimv has so far been attested in Chersonesos
only on coins and ceramic stamps dating to the second century BC.37

The overwhelming majority of Chersonesos epitaphs with the
formula yaipe date back to the first centuries AD; this plaque therefore
represents one of the earliest known examples of its use.’®

Dating: second century BC.

First publication.

35 Bondarenko 2003 [M. E. Bounapenxo, Ilanmeon Xepconeca Taspuue-
cko20], 25; Braund 2018, 34-37.

36 See below the analogies for these names, cat. no. 7.

37 Nomophylax 140—130 BC (Anokhin 1977, 146 no. 173); astynomos
Doppiov [Mubiovog, beginning of the 190s BC (Katz 2007, 443).

3% Several other epitaphs are also assigned to the Hellenistic period:
Makarov—Samojlenko 2013 [U. A. Makapos, B. I'. Camoiinenxko, “Onurpa-
(rueckre HaXOAKM U3 KypTUHBI 19 000pOHUTEIBHBIX COOPYKEHUH XepcoHeca
TaBpuueckoro™], 68 no. 3 (late third to first half of the second century BC);
Solomonik 1964, 90 no. 42, INBS 111 317 (second century BC); /IOSPE 12 523,
INBS 111 329 (first century BC).
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4. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P-5/94-11 (Fig. 6).

Context of the find. It was found in Excavation Area 5 in the
square 165/102, at the level of —1.4 m in accordance with the Baltic
System in a ceramic lens (dark grey clay loam), extremely saturated
with fragments of ceramics from the Hellenistic, Roman, and By-
zantine periods.

P
XT-21-P5-94/11

Fig. 6. The fragmented marble plaque with an inscription:
Awovi[otog ?] | Atovu[ciov ?]. The State Museum-Preserve
“Tauric Chersonese” (no. XT-21-P-5/94-11)

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 6.8 x 8.6 x 3.0 cm, letter
height is 1.2-2.0 cm. The left part is chipped, the right part is lost.

The plaque is rectangular. The front side is polished; the back side
is trowelled and partially chipped.

Inscription: Awovo[cilog ?] | Aovu[oiov ?], “Diony[sios ?], (son)
of Diony[sios ?]”.

The inscription was drawn using rulers. The ends of the hastae are
slightly thickened. The lower right corner of nu is higher than the left
one; omicron is slightly smaller than the size of the line.

In the Hellenistic period, the cult of Dionysus in Chersonesos
functioned as a state cult. Lapidary inscriptions from the second
half of the third century BC contain several references to Dionysos
festivals. Thus, one of the decrees recounts how Parthenos saved the
Chersonesites from barbarians at a moment when the inhabitants of
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the city, together with children, marched in a procession [- - €t Ta]y
Kopdav [tod] Atovog[ov - -].3° Latyshev restored the name of the
festival at which the Chersonesos historian Syriskos was honoured as
[t®V Alovv]oiov.*? From the decree in honour of Diophantos onwards,
lapidary inscriptions regularly mention the month of Awovicioc.*!
Finds of terracotta and sculptural representation of Dionysus and his
retinue, altars dedicated to the god, and items of jewellery associated
with his cult attest to the veneration of this deity in both Hellenistic
and Roman times.*> Nevertheless, among the numerous theophoric
names derived from Aiévvcog, only Atovdclog is so far attested in
Chersonesos, and, with a single exception, none of the inscriptions
extend beyond the fourth to second centuries BC.%3

Dating: third century BC.

First publication.

5. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P-6/55-1 (Fig. 7).

Context of the find. 1t was found in Excavation Area 6 in the
square 158/110, in the anthropogenic layer above the object 16 b.
This redeposited layer could have been formed as a result of a one-
time discharge of filling from a construction site (the object 16 b)
that originated in the Hellenistic period and underwent alterations
in Roman and Early Medieval times. The accompanying material
mostly dates back to the Hellenistic period: fragments of amphorae

39 This evidence most probably refers to a Dionysian procession, /OSPE
12 343,, (INBS 111 51,,), first half of the third century BC. V. V. Latyshev and
later I. A. Makarov read the word xomddv in the line 12. Y. G. Vinogradov
gave a different transcription: [énl o]uykouday tod Atovvo[iov punvog], “for
harvesting in the month of Dionysus” (Vinogradov 1997 [1O. I'. Bunorpamos,
“Xepconecckuii aekper ‘o Hecennu Juonnca’ IOSPE 12 343 u BropkeHue cap-
maroB B Ckuguio”], 121), 121). See also SEG 47, 1168.

40 JOSPE 12 3443 INBS 111 1).

41 JOSPE 12 35255 (INBS 111 8); see also JOSPE 12 357 (INBS 111 24,,), first
third of the second century AD.

42 Bondarenko 2003, 67-74.

43 Second half of the second to first half of the third century AD (INBS
IIT 143); second half of the fourth to second century BC (INBS 11l 214, 237,
241, 242,243,281, 282,299, 313, 318).



330 Natalia Pavlichenko

Fig. 7. The fragmented marble plaque with an inscription:
[- -IKAEIZ[- -] | [AmoA]Awvid[ov]. The State Museum-
Preserve “Tauric Chersonese” (no. XT-21-P-6/55-1)

of Heraclea and Sinope, single fragments of red-glazed ceramics,
numerous animal bones and shells.*

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 6.9 (preserved) x 7.15
(preserved) x 3.2 cm, letter height is 1.2—-1.4, letter height is 1.0—
1.4 cm. Only the central part has been preserved, the plaque on the
left and right is broken off, the upper and lower edges are chipped.

The plaque is rectangular. The front side is polished; the back side
is roughly processed.

Inscription: [- -]KAEIX[- -] | [- - AmoA]Jhovid[ov - -].

The letters are carved unevenly. The ends of the hastac are
slightly thickened. Lambdas are of different shapes; they are more or
less wide. The lower corners of nu are on the same level; omega has
a complex shape.

4 Vlasov—Ushakov—Turova 2024 [B. I1. Biracos, C. B. Ymakos, H. I1. Ty-
poBa, “Apxeosoruyeckue ucciieioBaHus Ha packomne 6”, Broniemens Mncemu-
myma ucmopuu mamepuanvroi kKynemypvr PAH (Oxpannas apxeonozus)],

108-109, Fig. 12. 3.
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With only the central part of the plaque preserved, it is unclear
how many lines there were in this epitaph.

Dating: third to second century BC.

First publication.

6. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P7-560/11 (Fig. 8).

Context of the find. It was found in the north-western part of
Excavation Area 7 in the square 83/155 in the ruins of a stone wall
(the object 14 a), in the upper level of which a fragment of a marble
plaque was found. According to the main accompanying material
(fragments of amphorae of Heraclea, Sinope, Colchis from the end of
the first century BC to the second century AD; fragment of a brown-
glazed cup-cantharos made in Macedonia in the second century AD,

XT-21-P7-560/11

Fig. 8. The fragmented marble plaque with an
inscription: Kivpéva | AtoArd | [H]poyeitov | [y]uvd.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”
(no. XT-21-P7-560/11)
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fragments of glass vessels of the Roman period) the object dates to
the first century BC to the second century AD.%

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 15.0 x 8.5 x 4.0 cm,
letter height is 0.7-1.2 cm, omicron is 0.6-0.7 cm. The lower left
corner is lost.

The plaque is rectangular and slightly curved. Apparently, it was
made from the wall of a large, wide stone vessel (louterion?). The
front and back sides are polished. The side faces are roughly pro-
cessed. On the reverse side, the upper edges on the left and right are
scabbed, probably for installation in the socket.

Inscription. Khopéva | Amorrd | [H]poyeitov | [y]uvd, “Clymena,
(daughter) of Apollas, wife of Herogeitos”.

The ends of the hastae are slightly thickened. A/pha has a straight
crossbar; the lower corners of nu are on the same level; omicron is sig-
nificantly smaller than the size of the line; pi has a horizontal hasta
protruding above the vertical ones; its right hasta is shorter than the left.

The mythological name KAvpéva has not yet been encountered in
Chersonesos.*® By contrast, AmoAAdc and ‘Hpdyeitog are among the
most common personal names in the city.*’

Dating: second century BC.

First publication.

7. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21-P7-996/11 (Fig. 9).

Context of the find. It was found in the square 157/85 in
a layer with accompanying material from the third and the second
centuries BC (fragments of handles of amphorae from Sinope,

4 Sokov—Cin’ko—Chetverikov—Mokrushin 2024 [I1. B. Coxos, A. C. ITunb-
ko, C. . YerBepukos, B. II. MokpymuH, “ApxeonornuecKkie UCCIeqoBaHNsA
Ha packornie 7, bronnemens Uncmumyma ucmopuu mMamepuansHol Kyibmypbl
PAH (Oxpannas apxeonocus)], 149, Fig. 19.

46 The name under discussion is one of the rare ones. Its earliest attestation
dates back to the fourth century BC and originates from Attica (LGPN 11
s. v.). The remaining examples belong to the first—third centuries AD and
are attested in Attica (LGPN Il s. v.), as well as in Caria and Macedonia
(LGPN1V,V Bs. v.).

47 Amoaddg: IOSPE 12411 (INBS 1 111); INBS 111 256, 257 etc; Katz 2007,
442. ‘Hpdyertog: IOSPE 12 351 (INBS 111 5); INBS 111 5; Katz 2007, 442—443.
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Heraclea, Chersonese, Thasos, and Kos from the third to second
century BC, two Rhodes amphorae stamps, pyramid-shaped sinker
from the Hellenistic period).*?

N .
XT-21-P7-996/11
Fig. 9. The fragmented marble plaque with
an inscription: [Tap0Bévo[kAfig?] | Atotip[ov].
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”
(no. XT-21-P7-996/11)

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 7.5 x 11.0 (preserved) x
3.0 (preserved) cm, the height of the letters is 1.2—1.4 cm. The marble
is spalling, with a longitudinal crack in the upper part of the plaque.

The plaque is rectangular, its perimeter framed by a low relief
frame. The front side is carefully polished, the side faces are treated
with a fine finish. The reverse side is chipped.

Inscription: TlopBevo[kAfig?] | Aotip[ov], “Parthenokles, (son) of
Diotimos”.

48 Sokov—Cin’ko—Chetverikov—Mokrushin 2024, 145.
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Apexes. Alpha has a straight crossbar; theta has a small crossbar;
the lower right corner of nu is higher than the left one; omicron is
smaller than the size of the line; pi has a right vertical hasta shorter
than the left one.

To the right of the IIAP®OENO, part of the apex is visible, which
may belong to the vertical hasta of kappa. In this case, the first name
can be restored e. g. as [TapBevox[Afig], a name attested multiple times
in Chersonesos.* These may also be interpreted as the upper left
corner of pi or sigma. If one assumes that a pi followed the omicron,
alternative restorations become possible, such as ITapOevo[raioc]
or ITopBevo[nn], both names attested in Asia Minor and Macedonia
during the Hellenistic and Roman periods.’® If the letter following
the omicron is interpreted as a sigma, the name could be restored as
ITap6évo[c]. However, in Chersonesos, there is not a single record of
the name of the goddess Parthenos used as a personal name. For this
reason, the restoration [TapOevo[kAfig] appears preferable.

In the lapidary epigraphy of Chersonesos, the name Atotipoc
is attested only as a patronymic, in the epitaph of Pasion, (son) of
Diotimos from Heraclea, dated to the third century BC.3! In addition,
a Diotimos is known as a Chersonesian nomophylax of the second
half of the second century BC.32

Dating: second half of the third to early second century BC.

First publication.

49 The earliest known bearer of this name is the nomophylax AroAldviog
apbevokielog (INBS 111 5, a decree in honour of Menophilos, second cen-
tury BC); all other inscriptions belong to the second and third century AD
(INBS 111 22, 161, 199). Other names derived from the same stem include the
female name ITopOéva, IOSPE 12 520 (INBS 111 275), late fourth to first half
of the third century BC, and Iap8évioc, IOSPE 12 403, 270-250 BC; Solomonik
1973 [2. U. Conomonuk, Hogvie snucpaguueckue namsmuuxu Xepconeca.
Jlanuoapuwie naonucu), 17-19 no. 111, c. 120 AD; Golentsov—Dashevskaya
1981 [A. C. Tonenuos, O. /1. Hamesckas, “Haarpobue BomHa ¢ XepCOHECCKOM
xoper”’], 109, late fourth century BC.

0 LGPNVA,VBs.v.

51 Makarov—Samojlenko 2013, 69, no. 4; INBS 111 410. This name is not
attested in the Herakleian ceramic stamps.

52 Anokhin 1977, 146, no. 181, 183.
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8. The Southern Suburb, necropolis. 2021.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”,
no. XT-21- P-10/1518-167 (Fig. 10).

Context of the find. It was discovered in the northern part of
Excavation Area 10, in the lower tiers of a massive stone wall with
buttresses (the object 115) that ran along the northwest-southeast line.
It was unearthed within Excavation Areas 10 and 10/1 approximately
250 m southwest of the city gate line.”3 Initially, the wall was
considered defensive. It was believed that it was erected at the end
of the second century BC, during the Diophantine wars, and it stood

st o
i

.

0

XT-21-P-10/1518-167

Fig. 10. The fragmented marble plaque with an
inscription: [ToAJvkdota ?] | Aoy[- -] | Zw[aiov] | [yv]va.
The State Museum-Preserve “Tauric Chersonese”
(no. XT-21-P-10/1518-167)

33 Vakhoneev 2024 [B. B. Baxonees, “ApXeoorndecKkue HCCIICI0BAHUS HA
packone 10.1”, brornemenv Hncmumyma ucmopuu MamepuaibHou KyIbmypol
PAH (Oxpannas apxeonocus)], 193; Gorbunov 2024 [I1. A. T'opOyHoB “Apxeo-
JIorHyecKue uccienoBanus Ha packone 107, bronremens Unemumyma ucmopuu
mamepuanvrotl Kyromypol PAH (Oxpannas apxeonoeus)], 188, Fig. 10.



336 Natalia Pavlichenko

throughout the entire Roman period.>* V. V. Vakhoneev showed that
this wall was built across the Chersonesos gully in order to protect the
necropolis from flooding and sediments during seasonal water runoff.
He dates the time of its construction to 250-225 BC and the end of
its use to the fifth and sixth centuries AD.>

Description. Tombstone plaque. Marble. 7.32 x 6.02 x 1.51 cm,
letters’ height is 1.0—1.2 cm. The lower left corner and the right part
of the plaque are lost, the back surface and the side edges are chipped.

The plaque is rectangular. The front surface is polished, the back
surface and the side faces are roughly processed.

Inscription: TloA[vkdota ?] | Aapu[- -] | Zwf[aiov] | [yv]vd,
“Polykasta (daughter) of Dam..., wife of Simaios”.

Apexes. Alpha has a straight crossbar; the vertical hastae of mu
are parallel; pi has a horizontal hasta protruding above the vertical
ones; sigma has parallel horizontal hastae.

Among female names beginning with IloA-, only IToAvkdorta
is attested in Chersonesos.’® The grave stela of Polykasta, wife of
Delphos, dated to the late fourth to the first half of the third century
BC, was found in the masonry of a tower XVII (the Tower of Zeno)
of the defensive walls of Chersonesos, next to the tombstone of
Delphos, son of Euclides, which belongs to the same period.”’ It is
possible that these are the tombstones of a married couple and that the
stelae were displaced from neighbouring graves. The letter forms of
the plaque under discussion do not contradict the assumption that the
second bearer of this rare mythological name’® belonged to the same
family as Polykasta, wife of Delphos.

The restoration of her patronymic remains problematic. The third
letter may be restored as mu, since the mu of the third line has the

3+ Solovyova—Vinogradov—Myts—Solovyov—Vakhoneev 2024, 21, Fig. 7.

35 Vakhoneev 2026 [B. B. Baxonees, “3ammuTHas cTeHa ¢ KOHTpdopcamu
Ha I0’KHOM Inpuropojie Xepconeca TaBpHUECKOro: PEKOHCTPYKIMS aHTHIHON
HHXEHEPHOH CTpaTerun’’, Apxeonocus e8pasuiicKux cmeneti).

36 So far only one such case has been recorded: [ToAvkdota | Tnnokpdreiog,
| Aeh@od yuva (Solomonik 1973, 144—145 no. 145; INBS 111 240).

37 Aghoog | EdkAeida (Solomonik 1973, 141 no. 144; INBS 111 239). For the
family, most of whose members bore names associated with the cult of Apollo and
to which Polycasta and Delphos belonged, see Perlman 2011, 389-390, Fig. 12.3.

38 Polycasta was the daughter of Nestor and the wife of Telemachus
(Hesiod fr. 35, 221).
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same form. This allows us to suggest a personal name derived from
dap(o)-, for example, AapoxAfig or Aapdtpioc.

The name of Polycasta’s husband is clearly derived from the
stem o1p(o)-. Xoiog, Zuydiov, Xiuiag, and Xipog are all attested
in Chersonesos. The last two names are also known from ceramic
stamps from Heraclea Pontica.’® Zipoiog is attested on the tombstone
of Zipaiog Aapatpiov, dating to the second century BC.%0 In addition,
three astynomoi bearing this name are known from the last third of
the third to the first quarter of the second century BC.6! Zipddwv is
attested only on a fabricant’s stamp of the third century BC.%2 Ziuiog
is recorded once as a patronymic in a dedication to Parthenos dating
from the late fourth to the first half of the third century BC.% Finally,
Yipog 6 Aapatpiov served as astynomos in the second quarter of the
third century BC.% Given that the letter forms of this plaque may be
dated to the late third to early second century BC, the restoration of
Polycasta’s husband as Xwu[aiov] appears preferable.

Dating: late third to first half of the second century BC.

First publication.

Natalia Pavlichenko
Institute for the History of Material Culture, St Petersburg
(IHMC RAS)

nat.pavlichenko@gmail.com

Abbreviations

INBS — Inscriptions of the Northern Black Sea (https://iospe.kcl.ac.uk/index-
ru.html)

ISM 111 — Inscriptions grecques et latines de Scythie Mineure. 111. Callatis et
son territoire (Bucharest—Paris 1999)

MDAI(A) — Mitteilungen des deutschen archdologischen Instituts. Athenische
Abteilung

SEG — Supplementum epigraphicum Graecum

3 JOSPE 111 62; 789.

60 JOSPE 12 492 (INBS 111 309).

61 Katz 2007, 443.

62 Tt is attested only on a fabricant’s stamp: Katz 1994, 128 no. 43.
63 JOSPE 12 410 (INBS 111 114).

64 Katz 2007, 442.
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Marble Plaques in Tombstones from Tauric Chersonesos 341

During the excavations of the necropolis in the Southern Suburb of Cherso-
nesos in 2021-2023, eight marble tombstone plaques with inscriptions were
discovered. They date from the third to the second century BC: Ztpdtunnog
“Yuvov; [--]tag [- -]Aetog; TTapBe[- -] TTvbimv[og], yaip[e]; Aovd[olog ?]
Awwo[ciov ?]; [--]KAEIZ[--] | [AmoAi]JAwvid[ov]; KAivpévo Amolrd
[H]poyeitov [yJuvd; TTapBévo[ikific?] Awotip[ov]; IToA[vkdota ?] Aap[- -]
Syaiov] [yv]véa. The use of limestone tombstone stelac with small marble
plaques is characteristic of the funerary practices of Megara and several of its
colonies. The Chersonesos tombstones of this type date from the beginning
of the third century BC to the end of the second century AD and constitute
slightly more than one quarter of the funerary monuments known at the
present time. The majority of these belong to the third to second centuries BC.

Bo Bpems packonok Hekporoist Ha Tepputopun FOxkHOoro npuropona Xep-
coreca B 2021-2023 rr. OpU10 HAlIGHO BOCEMb MPaMOPHBIX BCTaBOK B HaJI-
rpo6ust ¢ Hagnucsmu, narupyromuxces [11-11 BB. 10 H. 5.: Ztpdtinmog Y pvov;
[- -Jrag [- -]Aerog; IapBe[- -] [TuBimv[oc], xaip[e]; Aovd[otog ?] Atovu[ciov ?];
[- -IKAEIZ[- -] | [AmoA]hovid[ov]; Kivpéva Amoird [H]poyeitov [y]uvd;
IMopOévo[kAiic?] Awotip[ov]; TToA[vkdota ?] Aap[- -], Zy[aiov] [yv]vd. HUc-
MTOJTb30BaHNE U3BECTHIKOBHIX HAATPOOHBIX CTEI ¢ HEOOIBIINMH MPAMOPHBI-
MU BCTaBKaMHM XapaKTepHO JUIst MorpedanbHOro oopsiia Merap U HEKOTOPBIX
ux KonoHui. B XepcoHece HaArpoOHBIE MAMATHIUKH TAKOTO THITA JATHPYIOT-
cs BpeMeHeM ¢ Hadana III B. 1o H. 3. o koHen 11 B. H. 3. U COCTaBIAOT YyTh
0oJpIIe YETBEPTH OT M3BECTHBHIX HAM B HACTOAIIEEe BpeMsl HAATPOOHBIX Ia-
MATHUKOB. bonpmas ux yacte otHocutcs K III-1I BB. 110 H. 3.
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